Certificate in Life Sciences Research Application
Fall Term 2013

Certificate in Life Sciences Research Application

You must be accepted into this Certificate program in order to be a candidate to graduate with a Certificate in Life Sciences Research

Instructions:

1)  Please type your application in this electronic format.  Save as your name_rescert_app.

2)  Email to rescert@pitt.edu the completed application file your name_rescert_app.

3)  Ask your faculty advisor to submit a faculty supporting application for Certificate candidacy by email to rescert@pitt.edu as your name_rescert_support.
Full Name (first, MI, last):      
Pitt Email:       (your university @pitt.edu account NOT a private account)
PeopleSoft ID #:      
Local Phone #:      
Local Address:      
Permanent Home Address:      
Class Year (ex. sophomore or junior)       Expected Graduation Date (month/year): 
Eligibility Prerequisites:

Only degree-seeking students are eligible

Majors, minors, or other certificates you plan to complete (note if declared):      
1.  Introductory biology grades.
	Course
	Course Number
	Instructor
	Semester (fall, sp, sum)
	Year
	Grade of C (not C-) or higher   Yes or No

	Bio 1 Lecture 
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Bio 1 Lab 
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Bio 2 Lecture 
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Bio 2 Lab
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


2.  Prior research experience.  

For the Research Certificate, the laboratory work should include “1) Formulation of hypotheses, 2) Experimental design, 3) Data collection, 4) Data interpretation, 5) Drawing conclusions supported by the data, and 6) Presentation of research findings.  Authentic research experiences include an understanding of the pertinent scientific literature, involve the development of new knowledge, and include a degree of independence, or development of a path towards research independence.”  Please consider this definition in reviewing your completed research work and planning future projects.
Faculty member in whose laboratory you work (ex. Dr. Karen Arndt):      
Department in which the faculty member has primary appointment (ex. Biological Sciences)      
List all semesters, including summers, you worked in this laboratory doing research for credit:

 Biosc 1903/1904 or Nrosci 1901/1961

	Course Number
	Semester (sp, sum, fall)
	Year
	Grade of “S” Yes?
	Number of Credits

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


 List any research work of 140 hours per semester or more that will fulfill the “research credit equivalent”

	Date Started
	Date Completed
	Average Hours per Week
	Funding Source of Support

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     


Insert a 250 word research abstract on your completed pre-requisite research work here (do not exceed 250 words):      
3. Research Proposal. 1 page maximum 12 point font.  Briefly, and in your own words, describe your proposed research project.  Your statement should indicate the larger goals and relevance of this laboratory project as you might justify it to an outside funding agency.  You should make clear your own role in this work, specifying what you have already done and what you expect to accomplish each semester working towards the completion of the Certificate.

     
2.  Research-focused personal statement.  1 page maximum 12 point font.  This statement should explain why you are interested in research, what your career goals might be, and, considering all elements of the Certificate Program, how the Certificate in Life Sciences Research might help you pursue these goals.  
     
- 3 -

