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Course Goals

Faculty in the Department of Neuroscience will present a series of research seminars designed to convey the excitement and importance of current experimental projects in their laboratories to students newly declared as Neuroscience majors. The class will meet for 50 minutes each week, and each week a different faculty member will lead a discussion on a component of their research.  We hope that each class will be a discussion rather than a research lecture, so students need to attend class prepared to discuss the material.
Students completing this course should:

· understand some of the major issues in neuroscience that require experimental testing and how these questions might be addressed 

· understand how investigators develop questions and hypotheses and then design experiments to test them

· have a general appreciation of how research in the area of neuroscience is conducted and, in particular, how data are collected, analyzed, and interpreted

· be able to describe and answer general questions regarding the neuroscience research being performed at the University of Pittsburgh, including the types of research problems being addressed and the general strategies used to investigate them.

Course Website
Information and documents pertinent to the Course can be found at http://courseweb.pitt.edu. Presenters will each post on CourseWeb one journal article to accompany their class discussion. These are required reading. 

Attendance

Attendance at lectures is required, and unexcused absences will not be permitted. Students may request from the instructor permission to miss no more than two (2) lectures during the term. There will be a sign-in sheet at each class; make sure to sign in. 
Class Format and

Weekly Quizzes
One week ahead of each class, the faculty presenter will post on the website a research paper from their laboratory and an online assignment related to that paper.  One component of each assignment will be students submitting a question that they would like to see addressed during the discussion.   Students need to read the paper and complete the assignment no later than 5:00 pm on the day prior to the class (i.e., assignments are due by 5:00 on Tuesday, prior to class on Wednesday).  The class will then be a discussion of that research paper, and students must come to class prepared to participate in this discussion.  
Grading

This one (1) credit course will be graded on a pass-fail basis. A passing grade requires attendance at lectures and completion of weekly quizzes (see above). 

Course Policies
Academic Integrity: Students in this course will be expected to comply with the University of Pittsburgh's Policy on Academic Integrity. http://www.provost.pitt.edu/info/ai1.html.

G‑Grades: In the event that a student is prevented from completing the course, a G‑Grade can be given by special permission from the instructor. The G‑Grade must be completed the next time the course is offered by attending the lectures and completing the quizzes that were missed. 

Disabilities: Students with a disability that requires special accommodations should notify both the instructor and the Disability Resource Services (http://www.studentaffairs.pitt.edu/drswelcome) no later than the 2nd week of the term. Be prepared to provide documentation of the disability to determine the appropriateness of the accommodations. Disability Resources and Services: 216 William Pitt Union 412-648‑7890.

E‑Mail: Any official email communications regarding this course will be delivered to students' University of Pittsburgh E‑mail address, in accordance with the E‑mail Communication Policy.

http://www.cfo.pitt.edu/policies/policy/09/09‑10‑01.html
