Brain and Behavior

Neuroscience 0080-Class #25687
College of Arts and Sciences

Fall 2019- Term 2201
Lectures:  MWF  9:00 – 9:50 am in Crawford 169
Instructor: 
Lisa McIlvried, Ph.D.



Department of Neuroscience


Office:  A206 Langley Hall
Phone: (412) 624-1316


E-mail:  lam303@pitt.edu


Office hours: M 10-11am, Th 2-3pm or by appointment 
Graduate Teaching Assistant:  Annalisa Baratta (amb461@pitt.edu)
Undergraduate Teaching Assistants: 
Macy Jones (mlj68@pitt.edu)

Brunda Bellamkonda (brb185@pitt.edu)

Jaspreet Singh (jas627@pitt.edu)
Course description: This course will examine how the internal and external environments act upon the brain to produce perceptions, control body functions, and generate behavior. Basic principles of neuroanatomy, neurophysiology, and neurochemistry will be discussed to develop an understanding of how these biological factors underlie human brain function. Topics will include learning and memory, emotions, and neurological and neuropsychiatric disorders. There are no prerequisites for this course, but a high-school level course in chemistry and/or biology would be helpful.

Text:  There is no required textbook for the course, and only material covered during lectures will be included on exams/quizzes.  
Lectures:  We will cover supplemental material and in-depth explanations in class that is not provided on powerpoint slides, so students are strongly encouraged to attend all lectures and take good notes.  Additional class activities may include videos, group discussions, handouts, and extra credit questions (see below in “Extra Credit”).  Any information presented visually or orally in class may be covered on quizzes and/or examinations.  Attendance and participation of lectures will enhance your understanding (and hopefully enjoyment) of the course.  
Course Website:  Course information including the syllabus, lecture powerpoint slides, and grades will be available online at:  http://courseweb.pitt.edu.  Lecture notes will be posted on CourseWeb at least 1-2 days prior to class time.  It is recommended that you print out the notes to bring to each lecture or bring your laptop to class.  CourseWeb will also be used to post announcements as needed.  Important announcements may also be sent to your university e-mail account (name@pitt.edu).  If you use another account, please make sure that your Pitt account is forwarded (please see e-mail communication information below).  The CourseWeb Discussion Board may be used to ask questions, or post answers to commonly asked questions.

Disability Resource Services 
If you have a disability for which you are or may be requesting an accommodation, you are encouraged to contact both your instructor and the Office of Disability Resources and Services, 140 William Pitt Union, 412-648-7890, as early as possible in the term. Disability Resources and Services will verify your disability and determine reasonable accommodations for this course.  Please go to the Student Affairs website at http://www.drs.pitt.edu/ for more information.
Academic Integrity Policy

Please refer to the School of Arts and Sciences web page for details on academic integrity: http://www.as.pitt.edu/faculty/policy/integrity.html
Please note that I will follow the School of Arts and Sciences policy of academic integrity.  Any violations will be documented and reported to the dean’s office.

Statement on Classroom Recording: To ensure the free and open discussion of ideas, students may not record classroom lectures, discussion and/or activities without the advance written permission of the instructor, and any such recording properly approved in advance can be used solely for the student’s own private use.
E-mail Communication Policy
Each student is issued a University e-mail address (username@pitt.edu) upon admittance. This e-mail address may be used by the University for official communication with students. Students are expected to read e-mail sent to this account on a regular basis. Failure to read and react to University communications in a timely manner does not absolve the student from knowing and complying with the content of the communications. The University provides an e-mail forwarding service that allows students to read their e-mail via other service providers (e.g., Hotmail, AOL, Yahoo). Students that choose to forward their e-mail from their pitt.edu address to another address do so at their own risk. If e-mail is lost as a result of forwarding, it does not absolve the student from responding to official communications sent to their University e-mail address. To forward e-mail sent to your University account, go to http://accounts.pitt.edu, log into your account, click on Edit Forwarding Addresses, and follow the instructions on the page. Be sure to log out of your account when you have finished. (For the full E-mail Communication Policy, go to www.bc.pitt.edu/policies/policy/09/09-10-01.html.)

Examinations and grading:  

Examinations: The course is divided into four blocks with an exam covering each block.  None of the exams are cumulative and each exam will count equally toward your final grade.  Exam 4 will be given during the scheduled time for finals.  Exams will cover all of the material in class (unless the instructor indicates otherwise) and on any handouts from that block.  Therefore it is in your best interest to attend lectures and take good notes.   

Missed exams:  If you are unable to take one of the exams, please contact the instructor BEFORE the date of the exam, with at least one week’s notice (ie, University event or interview).  You may be asked to take the exam early.  If you are unable to contact the instructor before the exam due to an emergency (ie, health crisis requiring medical attention), you will be asked for documentation as to the cause of your absence (a doctor’s note).

Quizzes:  There will be a total of 7 quizzes, each consisting of ~10 questions.  The lowest quiz score will be dropped when calculating your grade.  The first practice quiz will not count toward your grade.  The quizzes will be available on CourseWeb approximately 2-3 days prior to the due date.  Students must post their answers BEFORE class on the indicated due dates to get points for correct answers.  More information on how to do this will be given in class.  The purpose of the quizzes is to encourage you to study and become familiar with the material as well as the types of questions that will be on the exams.  
Extra Credit:  Students will be able to respond to questions in class using TopHat (join code: 495113).  This is to serve two primary functions: (1) encourage students to attend and actively participate in class using the “Question” function and (2) provide a source of extra credit.  Correct responses to questions will be worth up to 5% extra points, calculated at the end of the semester.  TopHat can be accessed using any web-enabled device (laptop, tablet, smartphone), or via SMS texts. If you do not have access to any of these devices, please contact me so we can make other arrangements.
Grading:  Your final grade will be based on the total number of points you earn through exams and quizzes:
Exam 1:  20%

Exam 2:  20%

Exam 3:  20%
Exam 4:  20%
Quizzes:  20%
Extra credit (TopHat): 5%
Do not expect that grades will be curved.  The final grade for the course will be assigned according to the following grading scale:

 
	Letter Grade
	Percentage Range
	Letter Grade
	Percentage Range

	A+
	97 - 100
	C+
	78 - 79

	A
	92 - 97
	C
	73 - 77

	A-
	90 - 92
	C-
	70 - 72

	B+
	88 - 89
	D
	60 - 69

	B
	83- 87
	F
	59.9 or Less

	B-
	80 - 82
	
	


Brain and Behavior – Summer 2018 - Course Schedule
	Week
	Date/Day
	Topics
	Quiz Due Date

	1
	8/26 M
	Introduction to course
	 

	
	8/28 W
	Cells of the nervous system
	 

	
	8/30 F
	
	 

	2
	9/2 M
	Labor Day - No Class

	
	9/4 W
	 Neurophysiology/ neural communication
	Practice Quiz

	
	9/6 F
	
	(Add/Drop Deadline)

	3
	9/9 M
	
	 

	
	9/11 W
	Organization and functions of the nervous system
	 

	
	9/13 F
	
	Quiz 1

	4
	9/16 M
	EXAM 1

	
	9/18 W
	Visual system
	 

	
	9/20 F
	
	 

	5
	9/23 M
	Auditory, vestibular, and language
	 

	
	9/25 W
	
	 

	
	9/27 F
	Chemical Senses: Taste and Smell
	Quiz 2

	6
	9/30 M
	
	 

	
	10/2 W
	Somatosensory system: Touch, Proprioception and Pain
	 

	
	10/4 F
	
	 

	7
	10/7 M
	Motor movement
	Quiz 3

	
	10/9 W
	
	 

	
	10/11 F
	EXAM 2

	8
	10/14 M
	Sleep & Wakefulness
	 

	
	10/16 W
	
	 

	
	10/18 F
	Hunger, Thirst, Temperature
	 

	9
	10/21 M
	
	 

	
	10/23 W
	Learning & Memory
	Quiz 4

	
	10/25 F
	
	 

	10
	10/28 M
	
	 

	
	10/30 W
	Aging and Aging Disorders
	 

	
	11/1 F
	
	 

	11
	11/4 M
	
	Quiz 5

	
	11/6 W
	EXAM 3

	
	11/8 F
	Emotions, Stress, and Aggression
	 

	12
	11/11 M
	
	 

	
	11/13 W
	
	 

	
	11/15 F
	Psychiatric Disorders
	 

	13
	11/18 M
	
	 

	
	11/20 W
	
	Quiz 6

	
	11/22 F
	Addiction and drugs of abuse
	 

	14
	Thanksgiving break - No Class

	15
	12/2 M
	Addiction and drugs of abuse
	 

	
	12/4 W
	
	 

	
	12/6 F
	Review
	Quiz 7

	FINALS
	12/13 F     12-1:50pm
	EXAM 4
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